
EPA Proposed Herbicide Strategy 
 

 To minimize ecological impacts of herbicides on endangered species and their habitats, EPA is 
proposing an Herbicide Strategy. The strategy would: 
 

o Primarily aim to minimize erosion/runoff and spray dri  risks of agricultural herbicides. 
 

o To minimize erosion/runoff risks, EPA would require on herbicide labels that growers 
gain “efficacy points” by implemen ng certain conserva on prac ces (no- ll, vegeta ve 
filter strips, contour terracing, etc.) in their opera ons. 

 Many herbicide users could need at least 6 points to comply with general label 
restric ons, while those in four pes cide use limita on areas (PULA) could need 
9 or more points. 

 Exemp ons are available for fields under site-specific erosion/runoff reduc on 
conserva on plans or applica ons made 1,000 feet from any poten al terrestrial 
or aqua c habitat (the defini on of “habitat” is very broad, limi ng the 
applica on of this exemp on.) 

 Growers in areas with subsurface drainage cannot comply by a aining points 
and must direct all drainage into water reten on ponds or buffer zones. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Four pes cide use limita on areas (PULA) under the proposed Herbicide Strategy 

 
o To minimize spray dri  risks, growers must implement downwind spray dri  buffers up 

to 500-feet from habitat for aerial applica ons and up to 200-feet for ground 
applica ons. 

 These distances can be reduced by installing windbreaks or using other 
mi ga ons, such as hooded sprayers or coarser droplet sizes. 



 
 

Efficacy prac ces/points available under the proposed Herbicide Strategy to a ain 
erosion/runoff compliance 


